Biennial Forum 2009 Weaving Threads
Business Session

Saturday 3 October 2009
Lyndsay Jacobs opened the meeting at 3.30pm with a prayer.
Apologies:
Bryce Morris, Nigel Hanscamp and George Langford.

Executive Officer Report:

Peter MacKenzie presented his report and thanked all the people who had hosted him on his travels around the country.

Moved 
Peter MacKenzie

Seconded
David Dittmer

F09.01

That the Executive Officer’s report be received.

Agreed with acclamation.

Co-Chairpersons’ Report:

Janet Taege presented the report of the Co- Chairpersons.  She noted that their first job was to appoint a new Executive Officer and challenged those present at the meeting to pray for the work of UCANZ and think about contributing $5.00 per week to pay for the extra hour the Executive officer is working.
Geoff Donovan paid tribute to Janet’s long service on Standing Committee and as Co-Chairperson.

Moved 
Geoff Donovan
Seconded
Mary Sutton

F09.02

That the Co-Chairpersons’ report be received.

Agreed with acclamation


Accounts

Partner Support Fund 


The accounts presented were up to the end of June 2009.
Office Accounts

These include the Executive Officer Project and a move of the Office to more accessible premises in Cambridge Terrace.

The accounts are currently being audited and people will be advised through  uNETy when the audit is complete.



Moved 
Geoff Donovan


Seconded
Graeme White
F09.03

That the Accounts be accepted



Agreed.
Oversight:  Appendix 1
Peter Mackenzie presented a discussion paper on Oversight; this paper had been distributed before the meeting, and came from the discussions on Oversight at the Partners’ Leaders meeting where the concept of Church of Primary Oversight was developed.  One aspect was that the Church of Primary Oversight would be responsible for developing the partnership between Partners involved in a parish.  Partner Leaders were interested in hearing the views from Forum.
There was discussion about the effect this would have on the role of Joint Regional Committees and need to ensure that all regional leaders in partners systems are educated on the needs of Co-operative Ventures/Union Parishes.  In the case of Presbyterians it is usually the Clerk of Presbytery who has the corporate knowledge and can ensure each new Moderator had an understanding of the responsibilities that go with having union parishes in their Presbyteries. 
Moved

Peter MacKenzie

Seconded

Roy Hotter

F09.04
That the draft paper is received and that it is reviewed by Standing Committee before being taken back to the Partners’ Leaders.
Agreed

Mission Statement

The mission statement below requested from the previous Forum was presented to the meeting for affirmation.  Peter explained why some of the words were used.

F09.05
Peter asked that Forum affirm the Mission focus statement presented by Standing Committee.
Mission Focus Statement

The Uniting Congregations of Aotearoa New Zealand is a continuing journey of God's people seeking to reflect the essential unity of Christ's Church.  This community of Partner Churches and Cooperative Ventures is discovering and living out what it means to be a missional church of Jesus Christ in today's world.
Affirmed
Other Business

Ministers Coming from Overseas


There have been issues around Ministers coming from overseas and them wanting to immigrate to New Zealand.  


It was noted that Partners employ ministers and have a responsibility when bringing someone to New Zealand to uphold our immigration laws.

Vote of Thanks
F09.06
A vote of thanks to Co-Chairperson Janet Taege who has completed her term of office. 

Affirmed with acclamation

Election of Officers


Nominations for Co-Chairpersons and Standing Committee had been circulated with the agenda papers.  The number of nominations was the same as the number required on the committee.


Co-Chairpersons


Moved

Hugh Perry


Seconded 

Graeme White

F09.07
That Geoffrey Donovan and Marilyn Welch be elected Co-Chairpersons for the 2009-2011 Standing Committee.

Agreed.


Standing Committee

Moved

Roy Hotter


Seconded

Helen Bichan

F09.08
That Winston Baker, Beverley Deverell, Catherine Dunkley, David Dittmer, Lyn Heine, Neville Price, Rilma Sands, Stuart Sinclair and Graeme White be elected to the 2009-2011 Standing Committee.


Agreed

The meeting concluded with singing the Grace at 4.30pm
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